
KAUST Graduate Student Council Charter 

We the KAUST Graduate Founding Class, seeking to remain active and invested participants in the 

creation,  improvement  and  continuity  of  KAUST‘s  academic and non-academic institutions, have 

endeavored to create the KAUST Graduate Student Council (Hereafter referred to as KAUST GSC). 

I. Purpose 

To represent KAUST graduate student interests to university administration, faculty, staff, 

community, and industry. 

II. Core Objectives 
 

1. Provide an avenue for meaningful communication between the students and the KAUST 

administration, faculty, staff, and community. 

2. Promote quality of instruction and research at KAUST. 

3. Nurture a free and active academic and cultural environment at KAUST. 

4. Advocate for fair benefits and student services at KAUST. 

5. Seek to expand options and opportunities for student employment after KAUST. 

 

III. Membership 
 

1. Any member of the graduate student body, if enrolled as a full time student and in good 

standing with the university, is eligible to serve on KAUST GSC. 

2. KAUST GSC members shall be elected by their peers as outlined in the KAUST GSC Standard 

Operating Procedures Manual (Hereafter Referred to as the SOP). 

3. One term of election is for one year. 

4. There is no limit to the number of terms for membership. 

5. All members, except the Council Chair and Vice Chair, must actively participate in one of the 

KAUST GSC Committees. 

 

IV. Officers and Organization 
 

1. KAUST GSC officers to be elected by simple majority (1/2) of the members of the KAUST GSC at 

the beginning of each annual session are, but not limited to: Council Chair, Vice-Chair, and 

Committee Chairs, whose duties are outlined in the SOP. 

2. The term of elected office is for one year.  

3. Term limits: a member may only hold officer position(s) for two years. 

4. No member may hold two offices simultaneously. 

 

V. Advisor 

KAUST Graduate Student Council shall be advised by the Division of Graduate Life. 



 

VI. Parliamentary Authority 

Parliamentary authority lies primarily with the Council Chair, and secondarily with the Vice Chair. 

VII. Amendments and Revisions 
 

1. Amendments or revisions to this Charter shall be approved by a three-fourths (3/4) vote of 

KAUST GSC members present at the time of voting.  

2. KAUST GSC must consider amendments or revisions to this Charter in at least two consecutive 

meetings before being put to a vote. 

3. Additions or revisions to the KAUST GSC Standard Operating Procedures Manual (SOP) may be 

approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present at the time of voting. 

 

VIII. Organization and Operation 
 

1. A quorum is necessary for conducting any business that requires a vote of the whole council. 

2. A quorum shall consist of more than half of the Membership of KAUST GSC. 

3. KAUST GSC shall hold at least five (5) regular meetings per spring and fall semester with a one 

hour time span and shall announce the times and places of those meetings at the beginning of 

each semester and/or term. 

4. KAUST GSC Committees shall hold at least five (5) regular meetings with a one-hour time span. 

5. Special meetings for KAUST GSC Committees may be called, as they are appropriate to the 

needs of the committee, by the Committee Chair, by any two (2) officers, by any three (3) 

council members, or by petition of any five (5) graduate students. 

6. KAUST GSC shall maintain a SOP Manual to govern organization and internal operation, outlining 

rules and procedures for such things as, but not limited to: general elections, parliamentary 

debate, voting procedures, officer elections, meeting frequency, number and committees’  
structure, officer election and removal, and member appointment and removal. 

 

IX. Adoption 

The KAUST Student Charter shall be accepted by a three-fourths (3/4) majority vote of the current 

members. 


