http://www.kaust.edu.sa/student_services/graduateservices.html
The Graduate Skills Lab: 
The Graduate Skills Lab provides resources and services to graduate students in support of their overall academic success. The Skills Lab has services to assist graduate students with English for Specific Academic Purposes and Academic Writing. It offers semester courses, workshops, and seminars as well as small group and individual tutoring by appointment. To schedule an appointment, please contact skillslab@kaust.edu.sa. 
Contact: 
Ann Khoaz, Academic Project Manager 
E-mail: AnnBernadette.Khoaz@kaust.edu.sa
Building 18, Room 4213
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Spring 2012 Skills Lab 
Course Catalog

Register on the KAUST Portal – http://portal.kaust.edu.sa

Email: skillslab@kaust.edu.sa

Please note that promptness and attendance is required. More than three absences will result in the student being dropped from the course. 

Course Code: ESAP 130 (a, b, c) 
Course Title: Research Writing in Science and Technology 
Basic: This course is for students writing class papers, professional publications, research proposals and theses.  It will feature academic writing techniques for improving organization, grammar, vocabulary, and style through the writing and revision of short papers relevant to students’ fields.  It covers all the essentials of organizing and executing a research paper, publishable article and thesis or dissertation manuscript.  The course will draw on authentic texts from scientific journals to analyze the discourse of scientific writing.  Areas focused on include paraphrasing, reviewing selected grammar points, and working with sentence connectors.  Assignments will be limited but will include writing a summary of a research article, a critical review and a short final paper.

Advanced: This course helps students improve their academic writing. The course explores the characteristics of scientific writing, including general-to-specific structure, definition structure, problem-solution structure, and stylistic concerns regarding verb tense, lexical choice, grammar, and consistent punctuation. Journal articles, theses, and dissertations will be analyzed on topics close to each student’s research endeavors. The discourse moves found in literature reviews and data commentaries will also be analyzed so that students can plan and execute their own writing within disciplinary norms. The course complements individual tutorials or small group sessions aimed at helping students with writing currently being undertaken (with the consent of relevant professors and academic advisors), such as seminar papers, articles for publication, or dissertation/thesis chapters.

Instructor: Basic Level, Section A: Erica Jolly, Erica.Jolly@kaust.edu.sa; Advanced Level, Section B and C: Dr. Ari Sherris, Ari.Sherris@kaust.edu.sa 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Timings: Section A: Saturdays, 12:30-01:30 pm, Bldg 18, room 2206; Section B: Tuesdays, 7:45-8:45 am; Section C: Sundays, 4:15-5:15 pm, Bldg 18, room 2208
Enrollment Limit: 25
Course Code: ESAP 131 (a, b)  
Course Title: Academic Listening and Note Taking Skills 
Most graduate study relies on active listening and efficient note taking skills. This course will provide opportunities to practice and improve both skills. It will also identify learner strategies that, when practiced, enhance comprehension and increase the possibility of storing knowledge in long-term memory.

Instructor: Dr. Ari Sherris, Ari.Sherris@kaust.edu.sa 
Timings: Section A: Sundays, 7:45-8:45 am; Section B: Tuesdays, 4:15-5:15 pm, Bldg 18, room 2208 
Enrollment Limit: 25



Course Code: ESAP 124 (a, b)  
Course Title: Reading and Academic Vocabulary Development 
The vocabulary of the academy has been extensively studied, most recently by Coxhead (2000). Students who have an active command of this vocabulary excel in graduate school challenges. Together with this vocabulary, reading for deep understanding is essential. One aim of this course is to internalize the academic vocabulary through direct instruction, academic reading, listening, and speaking. Another aim is to develop reading comprehension strategies that support a model of self-regulated disciplinary reading and learning.

Instructor: Dr. Ari Sherris, Ari.Sherris@kaust.edu.sa 
Timings: Saturdays Section A: 7:45-8:45 am; Section B: 4:15-5:15 pm, Bldg 18, room 2208
Enrollment Limit: 25



Course Code: ESAP 127 (a, b)
Course Title: Oral Presentations
This course is in public speaking for academic purposes such as presentations in class and/or at conferences and includes description, demonstration and analysis of effective speaking techniques, including the use of visual aids.  Language work includes a review of discourse-level pronunciation and academic vocabulary common in spoken presentations.  Students are required to prepare at least three talks both for descriptive and persuasive purposes, feedback from the instructor and peers will be provided and the presentations will be videotaped for self-evaluation and individual tutorials with the instructor.

Instructor: Ms Erica Jolly, Erica.jolly@kaust.edu.sa
Timings: Section A: Saturdays, Tuesdays, 4:15-5:15 pm; Section B: Sundays, Tuesdays, 4:15-5:15 pm, Bldg 18, room 2206
Enrollment Limit: 18



Course Code: ESAP 123
Course Title: Integrated Skills
This course is open to graduate students who are non-native speakers of English, and aims to provide students with a range of learning strategies which are transferrable to their specific disciplines. The course combines all of the four major language skills: speaking, listening, reading and writing for academic purposes. It will follow a topic based syllabus utilizing task based learning methods , ensuring that students learn effective techniques in all skill areas and have the opportunity to develop skills learned in every session. These strategies will primarily enable students to process information from scientific journal articles, lectures, and audio-visual sources. Graduate students who participated in the ESAP 103 (Integrated English Skills Course) in the 2011 Fall semester are very welcome to participate in this course.


Instructor: Ms Erica Jolly, Erica.jolly@kaust.edu.sa
Timings: Sundays, Tuesdays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Bldg 18, room 2206
Enrollment Limit: 25


______________________________________
Skills Lab Library Support
Mondays from 12:30-5:00pm at the KAUST Library, 2nd floor, Thesis Clinic Support Room

Workshops take place at the KAUST Library and are open to Graduate Students. For more information and to register for a workshop, visit http://libguides.kaust.edu.sa/libtraining.
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A thesis clinic is a session that provides graduate students with analytical tools to review, critique, and improve sections of theses and dissertations from their own work-in-progress and the work of fellow students. KAUST thesis clinics are two-hour sessions. During the first hour, students develop a toolbox of analytical approaches to improve their academic discourse; during the second hour, students apply the tools to the relevant sections of their writing and that of fellow students in a peer review cycle.  The clinics are organized topically because the tools to analyze each topic differ. Clinic participants should bring the section of their thesis or dissertation that corresponds to the topic for analysis and review.  Even if only part of a section is in first draft form, it is important for students to bring it to the session either on a laptop or on paper.

Clinics will take place on Tuesday afternoons, from 12:30-2:30 pm in the Seaview Room (KAUST Library, 3rd floor). Bring your lunch!  Registration for each session you wish to attend is required and is available at http://libguides.kaust.edu.sa/libtraining.


Spring 2012 Clinics. Two Tuesdays per month (Feb; March; April)

1. Thesis clinic: Writing Introductions and Literature Reviews
0. Writing a thesis introduction
1. Writing a literature review 
1. Thesis Clinic: Writing Research questions, hypotheses, and about methods
1. Writing research questions and hypotheses
1. Writing about research methods
1. Thesis Clinic: Reporting and discussing results
1. Reporting results
1. Discussing results
1. Thesis Clinic: Discussing limitations, a future agenda, and writing an abstract
3. Discussing limitations and a future agenda
3. Writing an abstract
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